
The third way in which the organic connection between the books of Exodus and Genesis is demonstrated is in 
the God’s covenant promise to the patriarchs.  Exodus 2:24 states: “And God heard their groaning, and God 
remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob.”   The references are to God’s covenant with 
Abraham, Gen 12:1-3; 15:12-21; 17:1-14; Isaac, 17:19-21; cf. 26:1-5, 24-25;  26:23-25; and Jacob, 35:9-15:46:1-4; cf. 28:13-17; 
etc.  This covenant with the patriarchs is recalled by the psalmist who affirms that “He remembers his covenant forever, .. 
the covenant that he made with Abraham, his sworn promise to Isaac, which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, to Israel 
as an everlasting covenant,  saying, "To you I will give the land of Canaan as your portion for an inheritance."  Ps 105:8-
11.  In addressing God’s covenant faithfulness and commitment by which he bound himself to the sons of Israel, the 
psalmist also poignantly reminded his generation: “Many times he delivered them, but they were rebellious in their 
purposes and were brought low through their iniquity. Nevertheless, he looked upon their distress, when he heard their 
cry.  For their sake he remembered his covenant, and relented according to the abundance of his steadfast love.”  106:43-
45. 
 According to this biblical testimony, the reason that God delivered his people from ruthless Egyptian captivity 
was his covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  This covenant was also recalled by Moses to the captive Israelites in Ex 
3:16-17 and 4:4-5, and reiterated by the Lord to Moses in 6:5-8.  Indeed, the Lord God revealed himself to Moses in the 
burning bush as the God of the patriarchs, 3:6-7, and when the elders of Israel would ask Moses to produce his leadership 
credentials, the Lord God required him to identify his divine Sender as “the God of your fathers”, v. 14; “ 'The LORD, the 
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”, 15; and “'The LORD, the God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob,” 16.  Therefore, the  essential continuity between the first two 
books of the Bible is shown not only by the fact that the peoples in both accounts are the same but also by the 
overriding truth that they have the same God.  The God of Genesis is also the God of Exodus and therefore, the 
God of creation is also the God of redemption. 
 How did the sons of Israel get from Canaan into Egypt?  It was the Lord God who had sent them there.  The 
Scripture declares that he sovereignly dispatched Joseph into that land by creating a famine in Canaan and then sending 
Joseph as a one-man advanced party as a slave, Ps 105:16-17.  By divine protection, provision and Presence, the Pharaoh 
released Joseph from prison and made him the second-in-command of all Egypt, vv. 18-22.  Through the efforts of this 
elevated Joseph, the Israelites entered into Egypt seeking bread.  Well aware of the divine Presence and purpose in his 
life, Joseph faithfully instructs his siblings: “For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five 
years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest.  And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on 
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God. ..”  Gen 45:6-8.  Later, on 
his deathbed he assured his siblings “… God will visit you and bring you up out of this land to the land that he swore to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob."”  Gen 50:24. 
 Israel’s presence in Egypt  was therefore an essential aspect of God’s overall purpose for his people of whom he 
told Abraham: “"Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants 
there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years.  But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and 
afterward they shall come out with great possessions.”  Gen 15:13-14.  God’s covenant promise to the patriarchs is the 
principal reason for the Exodus event.  In his divine sovereignty and wisdom, God had foreordained this supernatural 
deliverance of his people from ruthless Egyptian captivity as the crowning demonstration of his covenant faithfulness.  In 
the Exodus, God performs his covenant promise that he made to the patriarchs.. soli Deo Gloria. 
  

   
 


